
Website evaluation tool: 

Dawn Vining 

Criteria Reason  Yes No 

Check the URL carefully: 

Does it contain a % or a ~ or 
someone’s name or 
“blogspot,” or other blog 
hosting site? 

These can indicate a personal webpage or 
blog that might not be reliable or useful. 
 

0 1 

Can you find the author’s 
credentials? 

Proper credentials show that the author has 
the background to be an authority on the 
topic.  Or you can do a Google search on the 
author to find out. 

1 0 

Is there an “about us” or 
“philosophy” section? 
 

Background information or an “about us” 
section help to show that a website has 
reliable information. 
 

1 0 

Do the links connect you to 
current information? 
 

Valid and current links show that the 
website is probably maintained 
frequently so it is ok to use this 
information for research. 
 

1 0 

Is the information current?  OR, 
Has the information been 
updated recently? 

Valid and current links show that the 
website is probably maintained 
frequently so it is ok to use this 
information for research. 

3 0 

Determine if the purpose of the 
page will support what you need. 
Will the page provide the 
information you need? 
 

Different purposes include:  to sell or to 
buy, to inform, to persuade, to parody 

1 0 

Does the information seem too 
good to be true? 
 

This kind of information might not be 
reliable for research. 

0 1 

Does it seem really outrageous? 
 

This kind of information might not be 
reliable for research. 
 

0 1 

Can you understand what you are 
reading? 

If you can’t understand it, then it is too 
difficult and you should find different 
information. 
 

3 0 

Are there lots of distracting 
pictures or visuals? 

If a website is too distracting you can lose 
your focus on what you are trying to do. 
 

0 1 

 

After completing the chart, add the score.  A website that gets 11-15 points is probably ok to use. 


