
The Q-PASS Model for Research 
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My model has been developed with an acronym that will be easy for my students to remember. 
The acronym reminds them to “pass” the project and get a good grade.  I know grading should not be 
the motivation for students, but my students have never really done well in school and grades tend to 
motivate them in the alternative setting in which I teach because they can achieve better grades than 
they ever have.    I used Spartan Guides as a model for developing my question brainstorming chart 
because there was already some excellent question generating models for students in place on this site, 
so I was able to adapt one I thought would be useful.  My research model has been developed to 
provide steps to help my students achieve the following goals:  

1.  Develop appropriate questions to guide research (question, “Q”) 

2.  Effectively search online for information (plan, “P”) 

3.  Organize, and determine if information is useful, and understandable (assemble, “A”) 

4.  Evaluate information by self and with others (survey, “S”) 

5.  Exhibit or showcase the product (showcase, “S”) 

What my students also need to know is that anxiety and difficulty are part of the experience of 
researching, so during the Q-Pass process, the teacher needs to not only provide support for students 
as needed, but also can help students understand that there are certain times during the process when 
they may be feeling increases in anxiety and that’s normal.  

 

Here are the steps of the Q-Pass model, explained: 

1.  The student develops a real-life research question based on the topic of study.  This can be an 
anxiety-provoking step for the student. 

a. First the student will complete the question brainstorming chart in order to develop 
several good research questions.  The teacher should scaffold as needed. 

b. Next the student will share the questions with a peer for feedback and clarification; then 
repeat steps A and B as necessary.  

c. Finally, the student will choose a research question from his or her chart. 
2. Next, the student plans what he or she needs to research in order to answer the research 

question. 
3. Then the student assembles information by finding it, sorting it, evaluating it, and synthesizing it: 

the student will repeat this step as needed.  An evaluation tool is provided to help students 
determine if a website is useful. 

4. The student will then survey the information that he or she has collected with another student. 
The students share their information and give each other feedback in order to help each other 
clarify and restructure their information before completing their product. 

5. Finally, the student showcases the final product. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsdst.libguides.com%2Fcontent.php%3Fpid%3D184760%26sid%3D1552990&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEyZlDNKUuwpsi_UP3eyot6ZhetmQ


Question Brainstorming and Generating Chart 

Topic:  Brainstorm:  Question Generating Box: 
Write your topic 
and then 
brainstorm what 
you know about 
the topic: 

 “Which One” collect information to make 
an informed choice. 
Ex:  Which class should I take at the Tech 
Center? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“How” propose solutions, weigh options 
and perspectives. 
Ex:  How can we prevent elephants from 
becoming extinct? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“What if” propose a hypothesis, consider 
options. 
Ex:  What if I don’t complete my high 
school education? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Should” make a moral or practical 
decision based on evidence. 
Ex:  Should we have the death penalty? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Why” explain the essence of a 
complicated issue. 
Ex:  Why do athletes abuse performance 
enhancing drugs? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Student Planning Sheet for the Q-Pass Model: 

 

Q:  write the research question you chose: 

 

 

P:  List your research plan.  What search terms will you use?  What information do you need in order to 

answer your research question? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A:  Assemble your information.  Take notes on note cards or on separate paper.  Keep a list of 

websites that you’ve used for information.  Keep all of your information in one place.  

 

S:  Survey your information with another student.  Tell that person your question, what you’ve found out 

and how you are choosing to present it in your final product.  Listen to your peer’s feedback and continue 
researching as necessary in order to clarify your information.  Be sure to exclude any information that 
doesn’t answer your research question.  

Have your partner sign here and list any additional thoughts or questions he or she has: 

 

 

 

 

S:  Showcase your final product.  Let everyone see the evidence of your hard work! 



Website to evaluate: 

Criteria Reason  Yes No 

Check the URL carefully: 

Does it contain a % or a ~ or 
someone’s name or 
“BlogSpot,” or other blog 
hosting site? 

These can indicate a personal webpage or 
blog that might not be reliable or useful. 
 

0 1 

Can you find the author’s 
credentials? 

Proper credentials show that the author has 
the background to be an authority on the 
topic.  Or you can do a Google search on the 
author to find out. 

1 0 

Is there an “about us” or 
“philosophy” section? 
 

Background information or an “about us” 
section help to show that a website has 
reliable information. 
 

1 0 

Do the links connect you to 
current information? 
 

Valid and current links show that the 
website is probably maintained 
frequently so it is ok to use this 
information for research. 
 

1 0 

Is the information current?  OR, 
Has the information been 
updated recently? 

Valid and current links show that the 
website is probably maintained 
frequently so it is ok to use this 
information for research. 

3 0 

Determine if the purpose of the 
page will support what you need. 
Will the page provide the 
information you need? 
 

Different purposes include:  to sell or to 
buy, to inform, to persuade, to parody 

1 0 

Does the information seem too 
good to be true? 
 

This kind of information might not be 
reliable for research. 

0 1 

Does it seem really outrageous? 
 

This kind of information might not be 
reliable for research. 
 

0 1 

Can you understand what you are 
reading? 

If you can’t understand it, then it is too 
difficult and you should find different 
information. 
 

3 0 

Are there lots of distracting 
pictures or visuals? 

If a website is too distracting you can lose 
your focus on what you are trying to do. 
 

0 1 

 



After completing the chart, add the score.  A website that gets 11-15 points is probably ok to use. 

Lesson plan for teaching the “Survey” step of the Q-PASS model 

Goals and Objectives: 

● The student will engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners 
on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others ideas and expression their own clearly 
(CCSS SL.8.1). 

● The student will delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of 
the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 
evidence is introduced (CCSS SL.8.3). 

o The student will be able to give and receive feedback with a partner 
o The student will be able to ask a clarifying question related to another person’s research 
o The student will be able to determine what information is irrelevant in someone’s 

research 
o The student will be able to determine what more information is needed in someone’s 

research 

 

Materials: 

Pretend research notes and questions put together ahead of time.  A checklist with the survey steps 
written out.  A Q-PASS diagram for jotting information for the “survey” step. 

 

 

Procedure: 

1. Have the group sit in a circle around the teacher and the para; they will be partners for the 
lesson. 

2. Explain to the group that an important part of the Q-PASS research process is to survey with 
another person in order to make sure that you have all the information you need to answer your 
research question.  Tell them that they will watch a role-play with the steps of the process 
performed for them to observe. 

3. As the teacher models the “survey”, he or she should hold a chart of the steps and point to the 
step on the chart as they go, OR, the teacher can tell the students what step he or she is on as 
she goes.  The teacher and the para should model it twice:  once to identify each step as they go; 
the next time, the students should identify the steps.  When the teacher gets to step “C” then 
some additional information will have to be given to students to help them not just respond with 
“no.”  During the role-play, the teacher should speak out loud her thinking process in order to 
help students:  “Ok, so she said “x,” what do I think about that?  Do I agree?”  Help students form 
questions or comments based on their inner thoughts about the person’s research. 

a. Tell your partner your research question 
b. Share your important findings; keep it short 
c. Ask your partner if he/she has any questions or need something explained more 



d. Answer your partner’s questions or explain more; note what you can’t answer 
e. Ask your partner if he/she has any additional thoughts or feedback; make note 
f. Switch roles 

4. When the teacher has role played twice, pair up the students and give them the pretend 
research so they can practice the steps.  Also hand them a checklist with the steps to check as 
they go, and a Q-PASS diagram so they can use it for their notes.  The teacher should circulate 
and help students with their social skills and with their surveys.  Collect the diagrams at the end 
for assessment. 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed based on teacher observation and the diagrams they hand in according to the 
following rubric:  

 Does not meet 
standard 

Meets standard Exceeds standard 

Engaging effectively in 
a collaborative 
discussion 
 

● Does not use 
the “giving and 
receiving 
feedback” 
social skill 

● Strays from 
topic or is off 
task 

● Does not ask 
clarifying 
questions 

● Gives and 
receives 
feedback 
appropriately 

● Reflects on 
ideas under 
discussion 

● Asks a clarifying 
question 
 

● Gives and 
receives 
feedback 
confidently 

● Poses 
questions that 
connect the 
ideas together 
or to broader 
ideas 

● Asks clarifying 
questions and 
develops 
suggestions for 
more research 

Evaluating the 
evidence/information 
 

● Does  not 
distinguish 
between 
relevant and 
irrelevant 
information 

● Does not 
determine if 
information is 
sufficient. 

● Determines 
what 
information is 
relevant and 
irrelevant 

● Determines if 
information is 
sufficient 

● Determines if 
information is 
relevant and 
sufficient and 
evaluates 
partner’s point 
of view, 
reasoning and 
rhetoric 

 

  



Survey with a Partner:  Check the box when you have completed the step.  Use your Q-PASS diagram for 
your notes. 

 

1.  Tell your partner your research question 

 

 

2.  Share your important findings; keep it short 

 

 

3.  Ask your partner if he/she has any questions or need something explained more 

 

 

4.  Answer your partner’s questions or explain more; note what you can’t answer 

 

 

 

 

5.  Ask your partner if he/she has any additional thoughts or feedback; make note 

 

 

 

6. Switch roles 

 

 

  



Materials for Lesson Plan:  “Research” for survey practice 

Question:  What information do I need in order to
make a good decision about what car to buy? 
 
Notes: 

● A sedan has 4 doors; a hatchback has 2 or
4 doors with a trunk that lifts up—the 
seats usually go flat in the back 

● A mini-van can fit up to 7 people 
comfortably 

● Gas mileage on the highway is better 
than in the city; gas costs $3.80 a gallon 

● I travel 20 miles to work then 20 miles 
home 5 days a week 

● An electric car gets a range of up to 50 
miles 

● Electric cars are more expensive than 
other cars 

● A hybrid car has a gas engine and an 
electric engine; the gas engine kicks in 
when it needs to 

● A pre-owned car is less expensive than a 
new car 

● The make and model of the car affects 
the price; I can afford a payment of up to 
$350 a month.  

● The make and model of the car affects 
how much the insurance costs 

● What factors affect my insurance costs? 

 
 

Question:  Should I accept the job at Walmart or 
the job at Costco? 
 
Notes: 

● The job at Walmart pays $8.34 per hour; 
the average worker at Walmart makes 
$12.38 an hour  

● The health insurance package is ok at 
Walmart:  I will have a low co-pay, but I 
will have to wait 6 months to earn my 
benefits. 

● Walmart offers a 10% employee 
discount on most general merchandise in 
the store 

● Walmart employees are not protected 
by a union; how will I earn raises and who
evaluates my work performance? 

 
● The job at Costco starts at $11.50 per 

hour; I can get raises every 6 months 
● The average worker at Costco makes 

$21 an hour 
● Costco has good health insurance that is 

available after 2 months of continuous 
employment 

● Costco scored 90 out of 100 on the 
Human Rights Campaign corporate 
equality index 

● Costco awards employees 2 bonuses per 
year 

● The Teamsters union represents many 
Costco employees 
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